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AFT Legislative Update

The House will vote on Thursday, Oct. 18, to override President Bush’s veto of a bipartisan compromise bill authorizing a $35 billion expansion of the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP).

The bill vetoed by the President would provide healthcare coverage to almost 4 million low-income children at a cost of $35 billion over five years. The number of children receiving benefits would expand from the present 6.6 million to more than 10 million. In contrast, President Bush proposed a meager $5 billion dollar increase that, if enacted, would actually reduce the number of children presently receiving SCHIP benefits by 1.4 million.
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Help send a strong message that no one should go without healthcare in America. With millions of uninsured children in this country, we should be doing more, not less, to reach them. Please call this toll free number, 866/327-8670, and tell your representative to support overriding the President's veto.

When you call, an operator will ask you to identify your representative. Visit

http://www.unionvoice.org/afteactivst/leg-lookup/search.tcl to locate the names of your members of Congress.

Thank you for your advocacy on this important issue.

Remember your voice is your vote!

